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BOYER RANCH (Lamb Ranch), GILBERT'S STORERCOM l"/%“

HABS NO. NV-20-4
44 miles eazat of Fallon, Churchill County, Nevada on Highway
80, 54 miles north on Dixie Valley Road

JSGS Humboldt Salt Marsh Quadrangle (157),
Univerzal Transzsverge Mercator Coordinateg: 11-424825-4423228

The stone bullding was erected by the Gilhept Brothers ca.
1860 - 1866. Nevada Place Nameg statez that Dixie

Vailey waz gettled by southern zympathizers in 1881 and 1ln
that 2zame year the zecond gold strike in the tarritory was
made in Cottonwood Canyon. The mining town of Bolivia was
quickly establizbed in the Canyon about three milas
northwest of thisg structure. At about the same time a
root cellar of similar conztruction was bullt about

4] teet to¢ the gouth. While not the work of a magter
builder they are examples of varnacular architecture and
empbody digtinetive characteriatics of a type, peried. and
method of construction. Modifications and rehabilitation
without regand for accepted standards have diminisghed theip
integrity but they 3till convey the essence of thein
higteric past. .

The gingle story Stone building is poughly 21 by 25 feet
and the gingle room inteprlor is 18 by 21 feet. The walls
axtend gix feet above a compacted dirt floor and are
compriged of detrituz from the alluvial fan on which the
huitding 12 located. A mud cement plaster coated the
walls inside and out and white paint at one time coverad
the plagter.

The roof 13 supported by the walls and two hand hewn cotton-
wood loga placed above the zupperting timbers tfer the
iintels. Rough-z2awn planks were added at a later time

te land additional support for the beams. Vigas of
oottonweed, 2lm, juniper, and pinyen pine gpan from wall

to beamez and the space between the heame. Braided rugs,
rags. and newspapers @an be z2een through the ahinka and musi
have been uged to prevent the earth covering from 2ifting
through. About 1970 Mr. Lamb added a plywood and asphalt
shingle roo! over the exigting rootf. He alsc added vartical
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board giding fpom the roof line to the level of the doors
and windows.

Around the center point of the room four cottonwood posts
wepe erscgted to support the roof beams. They ave 8° - 8° in
diameter and spaced in a four foot square. Bedinning at
2'3° above the {loor these posts were hoxed in to a heisht
of 8’3", The resulting hox anclosures wa3 acovared with
goreen to form a dry cooler. San Francigco Daily Examiner
newspapers of 1894 - 1896 were pasted over the boxed

columns to seal out insgects.

HISTORY: Sheldon Lamb states that the stone buiiding and it’sz
aggociated root celliar were huilt in 1868 hy the Gilhent
brothers a2 a basge camp for a mine they were working in the
Stillwater Range about {ive miles north of the panch. Mrs.
Lamb claima that they were built in 1860 or 18861. HNeither
date nor construction hy the Gilbert's has heen confipmed.
The 2arliest pecord for the property is Decemoer 23, 1908
when the Governor signed the patent. The patent #4664 wasz
recorded on November 27, 1914 in the name of Alva Boyen.
The BLM office in Carson City has ne recorda of the property
bafora Dezert Land Entry in 1841 or prier %o statehood when
control of the land wasz transferrad to the =2tate. There ig
noe evidenca of anyone agssoclatad with the ranch having had
a gignificant pole Iin the hiaszory of Nevada. The Lamb'a
purchased the panch in 1986 and the 7. 3. Navy purchasad
it in Dscember 1986 under a program to buy propepty
from those owneps wizhing to relocate from under the Navy’'s
Supeprsonic (Operationsg Area. Futures plana call for
abandeoning the agtructureg and tszuing agricultural
outleages on the land.

SOURCES: ¥r. & Mrs. Sheldon Lamb
Northern Nevada Title Company, Fallon, Hevada
Bureau of Land Management, Cargon City. Nevada
¥evada Place Homes
Higtory of Nevada, 1881 reproduced by Thompzon and West in 1688

HISTORIAN : W. E. Frazier, Public Works Department, Naval Air Station,
Fallon, Nevada
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TOP VIEW
(Excluding roof)

Stone walls are 6 feet in height.
Dry cooler is boxed in fxom 2' 3" to 6' 3" shove £loor.

Northeast corner of Storercom hears N 51° 41' $6" W 1637.73 feet from the
West 1/16 cormer between sections 7 and 18, T24 ¥ 2 37 E
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